Secondary school students dream of being their own boss
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(NORTH BAY) — The dream of becoming an entrepreneur is alive and well for 18 secondary
school students from North Bay and across Ontario. They recently participated in Canadore
College’s first Panther’s Lair Entrepreneurship Competition. The top-finishing entrepreneurial
proposal, RJ Shirts, from Chippewa Secondary School in North Bay, will produce customized T-
shirts.

"We decided to create environmentally-friendly tie-dyed t-shirts using organic dyes made from
vegetables such as beets,” said winning teammates Jayda James and Rahim Patel. “This
project was a great learning experience and all the judges were really helpful in providing advice
for us, especially about pricing strategies."

“We created the Panther’s Lair to give students an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge
and entrepreneurial talent,” said Josh Willard, Manager of Marketing and Recruitment. “This
networking and direct feedback from our expert panel of community business leaders and
faculty from the Entrepreneurship Academy underscores the culture of entrepreneurship we are
developing here at Canadore.”



creative and critical thinking skills and how to ‘put themselves out there’. The groups also
learned the meaning of real-life deadlines just as they might have to do in their chosen careers,”



