
Ontario elementary, secondary, and private schools: 
 

1. Rapid antigen tests can be used in schools where some classes have been sent home because of one 
or more students in the school have tested positive for COVID-19. Rapid antigen tests are not to be 
used on students who have symptoms or have had a high-risk exposure to a person with COVID-19. 
These tests would be available to students from other classes to detect spread into more parts of the 
school. Because rapid antigen tests are not great at detecting the virus, the test would have to be 
repeated every 2 days for about 10 days, and there is a risk that some students may test positive on 
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their household to self-isolate until they had a negative test from an assessment centre.  

2. For students with symptoms, and students and staff who have had a high-risk contact with someone 
with COVID-�í�õ�U���š�Z�����‰�Œ�}�À�]�v�������]�•���‰�Œ�}�À�]���]�v�P���^�š���l��-�Z�}�u���_���W���Z���š���•�š�•�X���h�v�À�������]�v���š�������•�š�µ�����v�š�•���}�Œ���•�š���(�(���Á�Z�}��
test negative with the take-home kit, will still have to self-isolate. Take-home PCR tests are not as 
good as PCR tests at an assessment centre because the swab is not inserted to the back of the nose. 


