
.  

 

In my opening sentence, I included the full name of my children’s school with purpose. I chose 

t o  e n r o l l  m y  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  I  b e l i e v e  i n  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  I f  w e  r e a l l y  

wanted to save money and do the right thing here, instead of just closing schools, we would be 

combining boards. I know that this is not what is on the table so I will s i m p l y  s a y  t h a t  c r e a t i n g  

o n e  s u p e r  s c h o o l  w o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t i n g  c h o i c e  f o r  f a m i l i e s  i n  o u r  c i t y ,  s o m e t h i n g  I  f e e l  i s  a  

foundation of our public education system.  

 

To continue with the purpose of my opening sentence, I am also pointing out the fact that I 

c h o s e  t o  e n r o l l  m y  c h i l d r e n  i n  a  F r e n c h  I m m e r s i o n  P R O G R A M .  I  d i d  n o t  s e l e c t  t h i s  p r o g r a m  

based on its location, just as l o c a t i o n  d i d  n o t  m a t t e r  to my parents when they  c h o s e  t h e  s a m e  

program for me back in the 1970s. My children take a bus to and from school every day 

b e c a u s e  w e  l i v e  m u c h  t o o  f a r  f r o m  A l l i a n c e  f o r  t h e m  t o  w a l k ,  j u s t  a s  I  r o d e  t h e  b u s ,  f r o m  d e e p  

i n  t h e  W e s t  F e r r i s  a r e a ,  e v e r y  d a y ,  t o  D r .  C a r r uthers, Pinewood, and Chippewa Schools, from 

the age of 5 to my  g r a d u a t i o n  at 19 . This is just as F r e n c h  I m m e r s i o n  students do today ,  a s  d o  a  

multitude of others to access  the many magnet and SHSM programs that are offered in our city 

s c h o o l s .  T h e r e  a r e  m a ny students who travel great distances from out of zone to attend our 

public  high school s  for the PROGRAMS that are offered in each .  

 

I would like to thank the ARC committee for their commitment to this process. The new 

proposals that have been offered ar e evidence of their desire to truly make a decision that is in 

the best interest of the students of our city. I would now like to address some of the concerns 

arising from the proposals that include moving French Immersion students to West Ferris for 

g r a d e  7 to 12.  

 

W h i l e  m o v i n g  F r e n c h  I m m e r s i o n  t o  W e s t  F e r r i s  i s  n o t  i d e a l  f o r  s o m e  f a m i l i e s ,  m i n e  i n c l u d e d ,  I  

did not choose to send my children to a BUILDING, because goodness knows, if I had I would 

not have chosen Alliance. I would have certainly chosen a B UILDING where I would no t have to 

d e a l  w i t h  t h e  t r a f f i c  a n d  p a r k i n g  c o n g e s t i o n  a n d  c h a o s  a t  A l l i a n c e ,  n o r  f i v e  c l a s s e s  a n d  a  l i b r a r y  

housed in portables , because of overcrowding  that the board was warned would happen even 

before the creation of the school. I have chose n to deal with all of this because I chose a 

PROGRAM that I b e l i e v e  i n  f o r  m y  c h i l d r e n .  I f that program happens to move  for them in their  

grade 7 to 12 years, so be it. If that move happens to be across town and may inconvenience 

my family for a few years, so be it. If my children have to learn to take a city bus ,  l i k e  I  d i d  

growing up, a n d  n o t  h a v e  m e  d r i v e  t h e m  a l l  o v e r  t o w n  t o  a f t e r  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s o  b e  i t .  

Parents of students in the French Immersion pr ogram have been bussing their children to 

v a r i ous schools across town for 40 years. S tudents in the north end of the city have always had 



a French Immersion school in their end of town. Maybe it is time that parents at Sunset Park 
have the luxury of having their children move on to a 7 to 12 school that is in their end of town? 
 
In response to Ms. Mitchell’s submission, she provided evidence of the board’s history of 
moving the French Immersion program. Obviously, the precedent has been set, many times 
over


